
William Arthur Small 
Private (3543) 201647 1/4th Dorsetshire Regiment

Killed in Action 28th September 1917  
at Mesopotamia (Iraq), aged 22 

CIVILIAN LIFE:
 Born in Wimborne on 24th  September 1895, William was baptised at  

St John’s Church. He lived in Priors Walk. Aged 15 he worked as a Printer’s Apprentice.  
The Small family are still well known in Wimborne, and until recently ran the Furniture and 

Undertakers business in West Street. 

SERVICE HISTORY: 
It has not been possible to find out when William joined the army, but as he was in the  

1/4th Battalion of the Dorset Regiment, it is likely that he was a serving Territorial Army  
member at the outbreak of war and that he volunteered for overseas service in 1914. 

At the outbreak of war, the Territorial battalion of the Dorset Regiment, the 4th,  
were at their annual summer camp.  Mobilised at once, the battalion was  

soon divided to form the 1/4th and the 2/4th.  Men who volunteered to serve overseas joined the  
1/4th and sailed on 9th October for India, where they relieved a Regular Army battalion to fight in 

France or Mesopotamia.

After service and rigorous training in India the 1/4th landed at Basra in late February 
1916 as part of the 15th Indian Division, A strenuous twelve day desert march took them to 
NASIRIYEH, which became their base.  In 1916 they fought at AS SAHILAN and in late September 
1917 they played a decisive part in the battle of RAMADI on the Euphrates capturing, with 

two Gurkha battalions, the ridge that dominated the Turkish position.  The 1/4th part in this 
success was specifically mentioned in the official dispatch.

One can only speculate that this battle was where William was killed in action  
on 28th September 1917. The 1/4th Dorsets lost 176 men in this battle.

War Gratuity: £31 15s 3d was paid to his father Charles
Medals: The British War and Victory Medals (Posthumously awarded)
Remembered:  Basra Memorial and Wimborne Minster War Memorial

William Arthur Small



Hubert Holdroyd  
Charles Wareham

Private 18837 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Killed in Action 31st July 1917, The Battle of 
Passchendaele (third battle of Ypres) in Belgium, aged 19

 CIVILIAN LIFE: 
Hubert was born 28th November 1897 in Wimborne and lived in Eastbrook (Now Park Lane). 
His father worked as a Groom and Gardener. Hubert had a younger brother Bertie, and also 

living with them, was his grandfather George Wareham. 

Hubert was a hardworking and studious young lad – he was awarded medals for excellent 
school attendance and was even presented with a watch by Sir Hanham for his  

100% attendance record. 

SERVICE HISTORY:
Hubert joined the army on 22nd May1916 at the age of 18 where he gave his  

occupation as a Tailor. It is possible that Hubert was working for the Budden family tailoring 
business and large premises in The Square of Wimborne.

Hubert served as a Private in the 2nd Battalion of The Coldstream Guards, training 
from 28th August 1916 to 30th January 1917 when he went to France.  Hubert’s Regiment 

were at one point stationed in the huge caves at Arras where he wrote to Canon 
Fletcher of The Minster, while attending church services deep underground.  

When the Battle of Passchendaele began Hubert’s regiment were on the banks of the Yser canal 
just east of Boesinghe. 

Hubert died on the first day of The Battle of Passchendaele (third battle of 
Ypres) in Belgium on the 31st July 1917 when he was 19 years old.  On the 18th August 1917 the 

news reached Charles and Annie Wareham of the death of their son.

Hubert Holdroyd Charles Wareham

War Gratuity: £10 3s 8d was paid to his mother Annie
Medals: The British War and Victory Medals (Posthumously awarded)
Remembered:  Wimborne Minster War Memorial



War Gratuity:  £16 4s 3d was paid to his father Edward
Medals: The British War and Victory medals (Posthumously awarded)
Remembered:  Colehill War Memorial 

William George Burden

William George Burden 
Private 18934 5th Dorset Regiment 

Died of Wounds, Aubencheul-Abancourt railway 
1st October 1918, aged 20 

CIVILIAN LIFE: 
William was born 5th May 1898 to Edward and Eliza Burden of Pilford Heath, Colehill 

and was baptised 3rd July 1898.  He had one brother, Alfred. His father was a farm 
labourer, and mother a laundress. It appears the family were very settled in Pilford,  

and William’s niece still lives there today. William sang as a Chorister in  
St Michael’s Church, Colehill. 

SERVICE HISTORY: 
It has not been possible to establish when William joined the Dorsets, as his Army 

records did not survive the bombing in the second world war.  It is possible 
William joined as early as 1916. The 5th Dorsets were involved in heavy fighting on the 
Western Front, taking part in the 1917 operations on the Ancre, The Battles 

of Messines, Langemarck, Polygon Wood, Broodseinde and Poelcapelle.  

In 1918 the 5th were involved in a number of battles culminating in fierce 
fighting at the battle of Cambrai. William died along with many of his comrades as 
they tried to take the Aubencheul-Abancourt railway. It was here William, along 
with 16 of his comrades, fell under entrenched machine gun fire - 209 men 

were wounded and 34 men were reported as missing.



Victor William Hammett
Corporal (acting Sergeant) M2/129399  
Motor Transport, Army Service Corp

Died of Wounds at Advanced Dressing Station, 
Duxallow Farm, 4th August 1917, aged 28

CIVILIAN LIFE: 
Victor was born in 1887 at Shapwick, and then moved to Fryers Yard, Redcotts, Wimborne  

in 1901. A few years later he was employed as a chauffeur for Lady Wimborne and lived  
at The Garage, Canford Manor. He married his wife Jane in Wimborne Minster, and  

they had three children.

SERVICE HISTORY: 
Victor was working as a chauffeur for Lord and Lady Wimborne  
when he signed up for the army on 24th August 1915. Victor’s driving experience  

and skills working with vehicles were instantly utilised,  
and he was assigned to the Motor Transport, Army Service Corp, becoming an  

acting Corporal on 13th November 1915. 

Victor arrived in France in March 1916 and served in the 375 Company Army Service Corp. 
He was initially based in Rouen but would have travelled widely across the 
Western Front.  His promotion to Corporal was confirmed in August 1916 and at 

some point after that, he became an acting Sergeant in the field, but this promotion was not 
confirmed before he died.  

Victor’s work included transporting ammunition during the Battle of Passchendaele (third 
Battle of Ypres) and he would have been making a delivery when he  
was killed. A Field Report from the Advanced Dressing Station Duxallow  

(Duhallow) Farm states that Victor died of multiple shrapnel wounds  
to his chest (Shell Explosion).

War Gratuity: £16 9s 5d was paid to his widow Jane
Medals: The British War and Victory medals (Posthumously awarded)   
Remembered:  Canford Magna and Wimborne Minster war memorial

Victor William Hammett



Henry James Jewer
Private (2nd Class) Royal Marine Light Infantry 

Service No. 13442

Killed in Action off the Clyde on  
H.M.S. Bayano, 11th March 1915, aged 32 

CIVILIAN LIFE:
Henry was born in January 1883 in Sturminster Marshall.  In the census of 1891 Henry was 
8 years old and living on the Kingston Lacy Estate. By 1901 Henry, now 18 years old, was 

working as a carter on a farm and was living at Chilbridge, Wimborne. Henry married  
Ellen Mary Smith in 1908 and they had a daughter Violet May. 

SERVICE HISTORY: 
Henry enlisted in the Royal Marine Light Infantry in February 1904. He was a  

professional Royal Marine at the outbreak of the Great War. 

His personal details as listed with the Royal Marines were as follows: 
Religion: Church of England, Height: 5’6” Complexion: Fresh, Hair-Brown, Eyes-Brown  

Trade at enlistment: Carter. Trained as a Butcher and was certified able to swim  
6th July 1904 at Deal.

The liner Bayano was taken over early in the First World War for service as an auxiliary 
cruiser. On March 11th 1915, the vessel, under command of Cdr. H.C. Carr, was on her way to 

Liverpool (taking coal) when she was intercepted ten miles NW by W of Corsewall Point 
(Dumfries and Galloway) by submarine U-27, Lt. Cdr. Wegener. The attack took place at 5.15am. 

The Bayano sank very rapidly and only four officers and 22 ratings were saved.  
14 officers including Cdr. Carr together with 181 ratings were killed. The SS Castlereagh,  

Capt. McGarrick, arrived on the scene shortly after, but although she saw much 
wreckage and many dead bodies, she was chased away by the submarine and prevented 

from making a search. Henry drowned.

War Gratuity: £5.0.0 was paid to his widow Ellen
Medals: The 1914 Star, British War and Victory Medals (Posthumously awarded) 
Remembered:  Wimborne War Memorial & Portsmouth Naval Memorial Panel 9

Henry James Jewer



William Henry Cutler 
Sub Conductor 4286, Army Ordnance Corp 

Killed in Action at Ypres, 23rd April 1915, aged 30 

CIVILIAN LIFE:  
Will was born in 1885 in Gosport, Hampshire. Both his parents originated from the Holt area, and 

he married Tillie Frampton at Holtwood Methodist Chapel in June 1913. 

SERVICE HISTORY: 
Will enlisted in the Army Ordnance Corps in 1900 at Woolwich when he was 15 and was awarded 

a Second Class Certificate of Education. In 1901 Will was serving at Lathom Ordinace Depot in 
Lancashire aged 16. 

By now Will had served overseas in many parts of the British Empire and he and Tillie left soon 
after the wedding for his next posting at Pembroke Docks. In a letter written to Tillie’s  
younger brother in August 1913 – having just been married in June 1913 - he describes  

what seems to be an idyllic carefree life in South Wales.

A year later on the 2nd August 1914 war was declared. Will joined the  
British Expeditionary Force in France for active service on the Western Front.  

Tillie returned to Holtwood where their baby was born on the 2nd November 1914.  
Will was allowed a brief return to Holtwood before Christmas, when the baby  

was christened.

As a regular soldier involved with the supply of ammunition, Will was promoted to the rank of 
Warrant Officer and was recalled to the forward guns defending Ypres Salient. In his 

letters Will told Tillie very little of the horrors of the war. Tillie received a letter in May 1915, telling 
her that Will had been killed in action at Ypres on the 23rd April 1915.  In August 1915, 

Tillie was sent Will’s personal effects – his service record, his pay book and her letters covered in 
his blood. Tillie married again in October 1921 and baby Will Cutler grew up at Paradise Farm and 

attended Wimborne Grammar School. In 1987 he visited his father’s grave at Poperinghe.

War Gratuity: was paid £40 8s 5d to his widow Tillie
Medals: The British War and Victory medals (Posthumously awarded)    
Remembered:  Holtwood Methodist Chapel.

William and Tillie Cutler



William George  
Loader D.C.M. 

Lance Corporal 3/7913 “C” Company,  
1st Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment  

Killed in Action St. Quentin,  
15th April 1917, aged 32 

CIVILIAN LIFE: 
William was born in July 1884 and lived in Old Road, Wimborne – he had nine brothers 

and two sisters. In 1901 William (aged 16) was living at his uncle Walter G White’s 
house in London, working as an “Electric Light Shop Boy”. By 1911 William was 

lodging in West Street, Wimborne and worked as a Brewery Bottle Filler. In June 1912 
William married Beatrice Annie Butler, a dressmaker.

SERVICE HISTORY: 
William disembarked in France in May 1915 and was awarded the Distinguished 

Conduct Medal in 1916 as reported in the London Gazette ‘for conspicuous 
gallantry in action’. It was also reported that ‘he carried messages over 120 

yards of open ground under heavy machine gun fire. Several messengers had 
been killed or wounded in this space.’

On the 15th April 1917 the 1st Dorsets were in the front line at Cepy Farm (near 
St. Quentin) and were subjected to a very heavy bombardment 

throughout the day. This grew in intensity towards the evening and 2 officers and  
13 other ranks were killed, one of them was William. 

War Gratuity: £43 14s 3d was paid to his widow Beatrice.
Medals: Distinguished Conduct Medal, The 1914-15 Star, British War  
and Victory medals (Posthumously awarded)
Remembered: Wimborne War Memorial and Poole Civic Offices Memorial Register



Private 
George Angell

10711 “A” Company  
5th Dorsetshire Regiment 

Died of Wounds 27th September 1916  
at Ancre, France, aged 23

CIVILIAN LIFE: 
George was born in Bere Regis to Fred and Bessie Angell. The family moved 

around the County before settling in Marnhull Pit, Hillbutts, Pamphill, 
Wimborne Minster.  

SERVICE HISTORY: 
George and his brother John joined up in Wimborne on  
the 7th September 1914 and began their training at the  
Regimental HQ inDorchester. The 5th Dorsets were to  
land upon the Gallipoli Peninsular over the night of the  

6th & 7th of August 1915 as the initial landings earlier that year had not 
achieved their objectives. This landing was to create a second 

front.  A night landing was complex, and in the dark there was much 
confusion in the transfer of the men from the “Beagle” ship to lighters and 
rowing boats before the Battalion could all get ashore by about 0400hrs on the 
7th. The Regiment were divided during the fighting which went on 
all day and it is not clear at which point George’s brother John was killed and 

where George received wounds to his left thigh on 22nd August.  

George was transferred by trawler from the peninsula to a hospital ship manned 
by the 149th Field Ambulance and then to hospital in Cairo on 10th September.  
George recovered well and was sent back to Gallipoli rejoining the 5th 

Battalion on 6th December 1915. 

Following the withdrawl of the Allied armies from Gallipoli, George 
landed in Marselle, France on 8th July 1916 and was  

in the field on the Western Front by September that year.  
The 5th Battalion were assigned the target of  

Zollern Redoubt in the Battle of Ancre  
and it was here George received gunshot wounds to the  
abdomen on 26th September 1916, which resulted in him  

being admitted to a field hospital where he died  
the following day.

Private 
Harry Angell 

27455, 6th Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment

Killed in Action 23rd August 1918  
at Thiepval Ridge, France, aged 19

CIVILIAN LIFE: 
Harry was born in Canford Magna, to Fred and Bessie Angell. The family 

moved around the County before settling in Marnhull Pit, Hillbutts, Pamphill, 
Wimborne Minster.  

SERVICE HISTORY: 
Over the period 21st - 29th August 1918 the 6th Dorsets were part of the 
Division assigned to advance and take Thiepval Ridge –  

Gouzeaucourt area. Over the next three days there was severe  
and consistant fighting under machine gun fire, as the  

6th advanced and consolidated positions towards the summit of the ridge.   
It is likely that his is where Harry was killed in action. 

Wimborne Minster Parish Magazine September 1918: 

“Mr & Mrs Angell (Chilbridge) have the assurance of our heartfelt sympathy 
in the great loss which they have sustained through the death of their 
son Private Harry Angell, Dorsets, who was killed in Action on August 
23rd.  And the sympathy is all the deeper because Harry is the 

third of their four sons who has laid down his life for King and Country, and 
in the cause of justice, liberty and the truth.”

Private  
John Reginald  

Angell 
10712 5th Dorsetshire Regiment 

Killed in Action 7th August 1915  
at Gallipoli, aged 24

CIVILIAN LIFE: 
John was born in Wallisdown to Fred & Bessie Angell. The family moved 

around the County before settling in Marnhull Pit, Hillbutts, Pamphill, 
Wimborne Minster.

SERVICE HISTORY:  
John joined up with his brother George in Wimborne on the 7th September 

1914. The brothers began their training at the Regimental HQ in 
Dorchester. While at training camp in Belton Park, Grantham in 

Lincolnshire, John was assigned to B Company and it is recorded that on March 
9th 1915 he was put on a charge for “Talking on a Night March”.  

The 5th Dorsets were to land upon the Gallipoli Peninsular over the 
night of the 6th and 7th of August 1915, as the initial landings earlier that year 

had not achieved their objectives. This landing was to create a second front.  
A night landing was complex, and in the dark there was much 
confusion in the transfer of the men from the “Beagle” ship to lighters and 

rowing boats, before the Battalion could all get ashore by about 0400hrs on the 
7th. The Regiment were divided during the fighting - which went on all day - 

and it is not clear at which point John was killed.

War Gratuity: £5 13s 6d was paid to his father Fred Angell 
Medals: The 1914-15 Star, British War and Victory Medals 
(Posthumously awarded) 
Remembered: Kingston Lacy, Wimborne Minster and 
Broadstone war memorials

War Gratuity: £20 18s 4d was paid to his father Fred Angell.
Medals: The British War and Victory medals (Posthumously awarded) 
Remembered: Kingston Lacy, Wimborne Minster, Broadstone 
and Broadstone First School war memorials

War Gratuity: £5 13s 6d was paid to his father Fred Angell 
Medals: The 1914-15 Star, British War and Victory Medals 
(Posthumously awarded)
Remembered: Kingston Lacy, Wimborne Minster and  
Broadstone war memorials 

Four of the brothers 
from the Angell family 
served in WW1, three, 

John, George and Harry 
(remembered here) were 

killed.  

Frederick Angell 
survived the war, served 

in the Royal Garrison 
Artillery (458 & 334513) 
& The Royal Engineers 

(510543)


